
The Student Experience
Educational resources and guidance 
Joining the 4th–6th Grade Talent Search gives your student 

a variety of benefits designed specifically for academically 

talented students, including:
• publications like Navigator (the 4th–6th Grade Talent Search 

monthly magazine exploring subjects of potential interest), 
Academic 411 (advice for academically talented students 
entering middle school), and the Opportunity Guide (listings 
of programs and contests for high-achieving students) 

• activities, including our bimonthly online book club, an annual 
writing and illustration contest, and free online lessons

• discounts on independent learning and language programs 
• an opportunity to take the PSAT 8/9 at an early age

An entry point to TIP’s popular 
educational programs 
Membership in the 4th–6th Grade Talent Search is a 

requirement for TIP’s popular educational programs, which 

offer students a chance to take accelerated courses in 

innovative subjects alongside gifted peers. These programs 

have additional fees, but need-based financial aid is available. 

Visit www.tip.duke.edu for specific program information.

Note: Because there is so much demand for our educational 

programs, we typically have more applications than we do 

seats—so admission is not guaranteed. 

Get Started
How to enroll
Students may enroll anytime between October 1, 2016,  
and March 31, 2017. 

Online (preferred) 
For fast and easy electronic enrollment, visit  
www.tip.duke.edu/enroll and follow the instructions.

By mail 
Complete the application and mail with the appropriate fee 
(check or money order), payable to Duke University. 

2017 4th–6th Grade Talent Search
Duke TIP 
Box 90781 
Durham, NC 27708-0781

PSAT 8/9 Test Date Registration Deadline
December 10 October 24

January 14 December 5

January 15 December 5

Accommodations are available for students with physical or 
learning disabilities. Learn more at www.tip.duke.edu/psat89.

Enrollment Fees
A onetime, nonrefundable $40 enrollment fee gives students 
benefits through their sixth grade year. An additional 
nonrefundable $42 testing fee is required if and when students 
register for the optional PSAT 8/9.

Financial aid
We are committed to serving all academically talented students 
and will waive the enrollment fee if your child qualifies for a 
free or reduced lunch program. Just submit a paper application 
with supporting documentation to enroll for free. Learn more 
at www.tip.duke.edu/456aid. A limited number of PSAT 
8/9 testing waivers are also available. Register early for this 
opportunity as they fill fast. To download the PSAT 8/9 paper 
registration form, visit www.tip.duke.edu/psat89.

For More Information
www.tip.duke.edu/456ts

456talentsearch@tip.duke.edu
(919) 668-9100

Duke TIP’s Resources for Parents
Guidance and advice

Duke TIP offers an expanding number of publications 

designed to give you the advice you need when you need it. 

Our Research Digest includes scientific studies by our on-

staff researchers, whose work appears in leading academic 

journals, and reviews of other important findings in the field 

of gifted education. Talent Talk, a new TIP blog, covers practical 

issues that parents of academically gifted children often 

face, including how to advocate for your child, how to weigh 

different educational options, and how to address common 

social and emotional needs. We also provide a number of 

other opportunities to learn about supporting a gifted child 

and to connect with other parents facing similar challenges. 

Score reports
Above-level tests can serve as a valuable tool, but it can 

sometimes be difficult to understand what your scores mean. 

In addition to the official PSAT 8/9 score report that you will 

receive from College Board, Duke TIP provides a helpful 

score summary that allows you to compare your 

child’s scores to other high-achieving students 

their age. You may consider sharing this 

information with a school counselor 

or teacher to discuss educational 

options that may be 

appropriate and 

available to your 

child.
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Benefits and Programs

Publications: Navigator, Academic 411,  
Opportunity Guide, Talent Talk, and Research Digest

Activities: bimonthly book club, annual writing and  
illustration contest, online lessons

Above-level testing experience and test score interpretation 

Recognition certificates and ribbons

Academic Adventures (grades 4–6): Intensive one-day courses

eInvestigators (grades 5–6): A month-long, interactive online  
investigation to solve a mystery

CRISIS (grades 5–6): One-week, problem-based learning  
summer residential programs 

Discounts on Rosetta Stone Foundations (grades 4–12): Special version of 
the language-immersion software designed for students

Discounts on Independent Learning courses (grades 4–12): Courses come in a 
variety of formats, allowing students to pursue subjects at their own pace
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Why Duke TIP?
To fully support your academically talented child, 
you may need an organization with the resources 
and expertise to help you navigate the avalanche 
of advice and options available to you. That’s where 
Duke TIP comes in. Since 1980, we’ve supported 
more than 2.5 million gifted students and their 
families with our talent searches and educational 
programs. We are a leader in the field of gifted 
education, with renowned academic enrichment 
options and groundbreaking research. 

We’re also a true nonprofit. Our revenues go to 
funding our programs or providing financial 
aid to our students. We granted more 
than $3.2 million in financial aid last 
year to ensure that academically 
talented students, no matter 
their economic background, 
can participate in our 
programs.

Welcome to the 
Duke TIP Family 
Congratulations! 
To be invited to enroll in the Duke TIP 4th–6th Grade Talent 

Search is an honor. Your child qualified by demonstrating 

exceptional academic talent on a recent grade-level test. 

What you do now to nurture that talent could make a huge 

difference in whether or not your child reaches their greatest 

potential. That’s where a nonprofit educational organization 

like Duke TIP can help. 

The Importance of Taking Action
Taking steps now to identify and understand gifted children’s 

academic strengths can provide the tools they need to take 

pride in their abilities, develop their interests, and explore all 

the things they can do with their academic talent. 

The Duke TIP 4th–6th Grade Talent Search helps students  
explore their strengths and discover where their talents may take them.

1. Educational planning and 
enrichment

Keeping a gifted child engaged is not always 

easy. Using TIP’s expertise, optional above-level testing, and 

resources, you can help develop your child’s talents through 

more focused educational experiences. Duke TIP offers a 

variety of educational benefits and programming options 

to augment your child’s regular schooling, including our 

monthly magazine, Navigator, bimonthly online book club, 

annual writing and illustration contest, free online courses, 

and our engaging face-to-face programs. These opportunities 

can meet the social and emotional needs of your child, in 

addition to providing academic challenge and enrichment.

2. Above-level testing

Think of testing like a measuring tape 

for academic talent. A five-foot long 

measuring tape can determine the heights of all students in 

a class only if they are less than five feet tall. For those who 

are taller, the measuring tape can only tell you that they’re 

over five feet tall. So what’s the solution for taller students? 

Get a longer measuring tape—which is essentially the role 

that above-grade-level testing plays for gifted students 

who top out on grade-level tests. This above-

level testing reveals academic strengths that may 

otherwise remain undiscovered. 

As part of the talent search enrollment, 

TIP offers an optional registration for the 

PSAT 8/9—a test designed for eighth 

and ninth graders—and we provide 

helpful information to ensure it is a 

stress-free, low-pressure experience. 

It’s not about getting a certain score; it’s about evaluating 

academic potential. With these scores, you can advocate for 

instruction that better meets your child’s academic needs. 

For example, if the results show your child has advanced 

abilities in math, you may advocate for accelerated or 

higher-level math classes. In addition, students who take the 

test automatically qualify to enroll in TIP’s 7th Grade Talent 

Search when they reach that grade.

3. Recognition and 
community

Duke TIP recognizes and celebrates children’s 

academic achievements, with certificates and ribbons, at a 

crucial time when they are forming their identities and looking 

ahead to the future. In addition, a select number of students 

will be honored for their high scores on the PSAT 8/9. 

We welcome students into a community of their peers 

who value academic achievement, providing them with 

appropriate role models to emulate and connecting 

them with other gifted students in safe, moderated 

environments—a critical component of helping them 

embrace their identities as academically talented individuals.


